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PARSEE RELIGION.

pr. Talimage, in His Fourth Series
of ""Round the World"* Sermaons,

gellnof the Disciples of Zoronster, or The
¥ire Worshipera—They Have a Unte-
chism That Wil Stand the
Christiun Test.

——

Rev. Dr. Talmage, econtinuing his
geries of ‘vonnd-the-world sermons
through the pressgchose Sunduy for
his subject *‘The .Fire Worshipers,"
the text selected being Matthew ii 1:
wlhere onme wise men from the east to
Jernsalem." :

These wise men were the Porsees, or
the so-culled fire worshipers, and I
found their descendants in Indin last
October,  Their heathenism s more
toleruble than any of the other fnise

ions and has more allevintions,
gnd while in this 'round-the-world se-
ries I heve alrendy shown you the
worst forms of heathenism, to-doy I
show you the lenst offensive,

The prophot of the Parsees was Zo-
roaster of Persin.  He was poet and

her and reformer as well as re-
ie His diseiples thrived at first
i Persia, but nnder Mohammedan per-
eention they retreated to India, where
[ met them, and in addition to what 1
saw of them at their headguarters in
Bombay, India, 1 had two weeks of as-
sociation with one of the most learned
and genial of their people on shipboard
from Bombay to Brindisk

The Bible of the Parsees, or fire wor-
ghipers, as they are insccurately call.
ed, is the Zend-Avestn, a collection of
the strangest books that ever eame into
my hunds. There were originally 21
volumes, but Alexander the Great, in
s drunken fit, set fire to a pulace which
eontained some of them. and they went
into ashes and forgetfulness. Dot there
are more of their sacred volumes left
tian most people would have patience
o rend. There are many things in the
breligion of the Parsees that suggest
IChristianity, and some of its doetrines

re in sccord with our own religion.

ister, who lived abou 1,400 years

: hrist.was a good man, suffered

seceution for his faith and was assas-
ated while worshiping at an altar,
He announced the theory, “‘He is best
who is pure of heart," and that there
nre two great spirits in the world.
Ormuzd, the good spirit, and Ahriman,
the bad spirit, and that all 'who do
ieht nre under the Influence of Or-
#l, and all who do wrong are un-
der Ahriman; that the Parsee must be
wrn on the ground floor of the house

ol must be boried from the ground
floor; that the dying man must have

mivers suid over him and a saered
juice given him to drink; that the good
at their deceuse go into eternal light
and the bad intoeternal darkness: that
having passed out offthis life, the soul
lingers netiv the corpse three days In @
paradisaie state. enjoying more than
ull the nations of earth pnt together
conld enjoy or in 8 nandemonine state.
suffering more thin all the nations put
togrether could possibly suffer, hutat
the end of three days departing for its
final destiny, and that there will be o
resurrection of the body., They are
more careful than any other people
whout their ablutions, and they wash
snd wash and wash., They pny great
attention to physieal health, and it is
s rare thing to see 8 sick Parsee. They
io not smoke tobaeco, for they con-
eider that 8 misuse of flre.

At the close of mortal life the soul
appears ot the bridge Chinvaet, where
an angel presides and questions the
toul abont the thoughtsand words and
devds of its earthly state. Nothing,
however, is more intense in the Pursce
faith than the theory that the dead
body is impure. A devil is supposed to
tuke poseession of the dead body. All
who touch it are unclean, and hence
the strunge style of obsequies. Hut
here I must give three or four ques-
tions and answers from one of the Par-
see eatechisms:

Question—Who is the most fortunate
man in the world?

Answer—He who is the most inno-
cent,

Q.—Who is the most innocent man in
the world?

A.—He who walks in the path of God
tnd shuns that of the dewil.

Q—Which i¥ the path of &od and
which that of the devil?

A—Virtue is the path of God and
ice that of the ddwil.

Q—What constitutes virtus and what

A~Good thoughts, good words and
ol deeds constitute virtue, and evil
bonghts, evil words and evil deeds
00t le viee,

U~What constitute good thoughts,
rood Wwords and good deeds and evil
loughts, avil words and evil deeds?

A—Honesty, charity and truthful-

188 constitnte the former, and dishon-

1Y, want of charity and falsehood

Oustitnte the lattes

And now the better to show yom
these Pursees 1 tell you of two things

MW within a short thme in Bombay,
India. It wus an afternoon of con-
trast,

We started for Malabar hill, on
Which the wenlthy elasses have their
embowersd homes and the Parsees
thelr strange temple of the dend. As
We rode along thie water's edge the sun
s descending the sky, and a disciple
O Zorougter, n Parsee, was in lowly
?ﬁmure and with reverentinl gaze
l00king into the sky. He would have
been suid to have been worshiping the
*in, as all Parsees are said to wor-
Hiip the fire, But the intelligent Par-
¢ does not worship the fire.
{le looks upon the sun as the em-
(_lem of the warmth and light of the

reator. Looking at 8 blaze of light,
Whether on hearth, on mountain height
O in the sky, he can more easily bring
lomind the glory of God—at least so
the Parsees tell me. Indeed they are
‘e pleasantest heathen I have met.
They treat their wives as equals, while
the Hindoos and  Buddhists treat them
Us cattyy, althongh the cuttleand shesp
and swine are better off than most of
the women of Indi.

_”“" Parses on the roadside on our
WEy to Malabar hill was the only one
ol thut religion 1 had ever seen en-

but | ants put their arms under this curtain, | A
| took & long rope of linen and wound it

which he gazes be may catch o glim:
of the God who is light and "ln‘ whx
there is no durlkness at all$"

We passéd on up throngh gates inte
the gurden that surrounds the place
where the Parsees dispose of their
dend. This garden was given by Jam-
shidjl Jijibhai and is beautifnl with
Howers of all hue and folisge of all
styles of vein and noteh and stature,
There is on all sides great opulence of
fern and cypress. The garden is 100
feet nbove the level of the ses. Not
far from the entrance is a building
where the wonrners of the funeral pro-
session go in to pray. A light is here
kept burning year in and year out.

We ascend the garden by some eight
stone steps. The body of a deceased
aged womnn was being carried in to-
wiird the chiel “tower of silence”
There are five of these towers. Several
of them have not been used for a long
while. Four persons, whose business it
it is to do this, carry the corpse.. They
are followed by two men with long
beards. The tower of silence to which
they come cost §150,000 and is 295 feet
high and 276 feet around and withont
a roof, The four earriers of the dead
and the two bearded men ¢come to the
door of the tower, enter nnd lenve the
dead, There are three rows of places
for the dead—the outer row for the
men, the middle row for the wome.., the
inside row for the children. The life-
less bodies are leftexposed as far down
as the waist. As soon as the ciployes
retire from the tower of silence the
vulturés, now one, now two, now mun AL
swoop upon the lifeless form. 'These
vultures fill the air with their discord-
ant voices. We saw them in long rows
on the top of the whitewashed wall of
the tower of silence. In u few minutes
they huve taken the last particle of
flesh from the hones. There had evi-
dently been other oppourtunities for
them that day, and some Aew away, us
though surfeited. They sometimes
carry away with them parts of & body.
ana it is no unusual thing for the gen-
tlemen in their country seats to have
dropped into their dooryards a bone
from the tower of silence.

In the center of this tower is & well.
into which the bones are thrown after
they are bleached. The hot sun and
the rainy season and ¢harcoul do their
work of disintegration and disinfec-
tion, and then there are siuives that
garry into the sea what remains of the
dend. The wealthy people of Malnbur
hill have made strenuous efforts to
have thege strange towers removed as
8 nuisance, but they remain and will
no doubt for ages remnin.

No such thing as caste among the
dead. Philosopher and boor, the uffla-
ent and the destitute must go through
the same “tower of silence,” lie down
side by side with other occupants,
have their bodies dropped into the
same abyss and be earried ont through
the =ame capal and flont away on the
same sea. No splendor of Necropolis
No sculpturing of mnusoleum.  No
pomip of dome or obelisk, Zoroaster's
teaching resulted in these “towers of
silence.” He wrote. “*Nalked vou came
into the world, and naked you must
go ont.”

At | stood at the close of day in this
garden on Malubar hill and heard the
flap of the vnltures’ wings coming from
their repust, the funcral custom of the
Pursee seemed horrible beyond com-
pare, ant yet the dissolution of the hu-
man body by any mode s wwful, and
thé ‘benks of these fowl are probably
no more repulsive than the worms of
the body devouring the saered human
form in cemeteries. Nothing but the
resurreéction day ean undo the awfol
work of death, whether it now be put
out of sight by eutting spade or fiying
wing.

Starting homeward, we soon were in
the heart of the city and saw s build-
ing all aftash with lights and resound-
ing with merry volces, It was a Parsee
wedding in a building erected especinl-
ly for the marrisge ceremony. We came
to the door and proposed to go in, but
at first were not permitted. They saw
wae were not Parsees, and that we were
noteven natives. So, very politely, they
halted us on the doorsteps. This temple
of nuptials was chiefly occupled by
women, their ears and necks und hands
aflame with jewels or imitations of
jewels. By pantomime and ges-
ture as we had no use of their voeabu-
lary, we told them we were strangers
and were curious to see by what pro-
cess Parsees were married. Gradually
we worked our way inside the door.
The building and the surroundings
were illumined by hundreds of eandles
in glascos and lonterns. in unique and
grotesque holdiogs. Conversation ran
high. and laughter bubbled over, and
all was gay. Then there was a sound
of an dadvancing band of musie,
but  the instruments for the
most part ‘were strange to our
eurs and eyes. Louder and louder
were the outside voices and the wind
and stringed instruments, until the
procession halted at the door of the
temple and the bridegroom mounted
the steps. Then the music ceases, and
all the vojees were still.  The mother
of the bridegroom, with a platter load-
ed with aromaties and articles of food,
vonfronted her son and began to
addreéss him. Then she took {from
the platter a bottle of perfume
and sprinkled his face with the redol-
ence. All the while speaking ip =
droning tome, she took from the
platter & handful of rice. throwing
some of it on his head, spilling some
of it on his shoulder, pouring some of
it on his hands. She téok from the
platter 8 cocosnut and waved it
about his head. She lifted a garland
of flowers snd threw it over his neck
and o boquet of flowers and put it in
his hand. Her part of the ceremony com~
pleted, the band resnmed its music, and
through another door the bridegroom
was conducted into the center of the
building. The bride was in the room,
but there was nothing todesignute her.

“Where is the bride? [ said
“Where is the bride?’ After awhile
she was made evident, The bride tnd
groom were seated onchairs D‘ppusi‘u:
each other. A “'llh(' curtain was
dropped between them =o that they
could not see each other, The attend-

around the neck of the bride and the

om in token that they were to be

nd together for life. Then some
gille strings were wound around
the couple, now nround  this
one and now around that
Then the threw a handful of
rice scross the curtain on the head of
the bride, nnd the bride responded by
throwing a handful of rico across the
curtaln on the head of the groom.
Thereupon the curtain dropped, and
the bride's chnir was removed and put
beside that of the groom. Then a
priest of the Parsea religion arcse nnd
faced the couple. Hefore the priest
was placed n platter of rice. [le begnn
to address the young man and womain.
We could not hear a word, but we un-
derstocod just as wellnsif we had heard.
Ever and anon he punctunted his
ceremony by & handful of rice,
whigh he picked wp from the plat-
ter and flung pow toward the groom
and now toward the bride The
ceremony went on interminably. We
wanted to hear the conclusion, but
were told that the ceremony would go
on for a long while, indeed that it
would not conclude until 2 o'elock in
the morning, and this was only be-
tween 7and 8 o'clock in the evening.
There would be a recess after awhile
in the ceremony, but it wonld be tuken
up again in earnest at half past 12 We
enjoyed what we had seen, but felt in-
capacitated for six more hours of wed-
ding ceremony. Silently wishing the
couple n happy life in each other’s com-
panionship,we pressed our way throngh
the throng of congratulatory Parsees,
All of them seemed bright and appre-
ciative of the oceasion. The streets
outside joyously sympathized with the
transactions inside.

We rode on toward our hotel wishe
ing that marriage in all India might be
as much honored as in the ceremony
we had that evening witnessed at the
Parsee wedding. The Hindoo women
are not so married. They are simply
cursed into the conjugal relation.
Many of the girls are married ut seven
and ten years of age, and some of
them are grandmothers at thirty.
They can never go forth into the sun-
light with thelr faces uncovered.
They must stay at home. All
styles of maltreatment are theirs
If they become Christians, they become
outeasts. A missionnry told me in Ine
dia of a Hindoo woraai. who became
Christian. She had nine children. Her
husband was over seventy vears of age,
And yet at her Christinn baptism he
told her to go, and she went out home-
less. As long as woman is down India
will be down. No nation was ever ele-
vated except through the elevation of
womun., Pafee marrlage is an ime
provement ¢on Hindoo marriage, but
Christian marriage is an improvement
on Parsee marriage.

A fellow-traveler in India told me he
had been writing to his home in Eng-
land trying to get a law passed that no
white woman conld be legally married
in India until she had been there six
months, Admirable law would that
be! If a white woman saw what mar
ried life with a Hindoo is she would
never undertake it.  Off with the thiele
and ugly veil from woman's face! Off
with the crushing burdens from her
shoulder! Nothing but the gospel of
Jesus Christ will ever make life in
Indias what it ought to be.

But what an afterncon of contrast
in Borabay we experienced! From the
temple of silence to the temple of
hilarity, From the wunitures to the
doves IFrom mourning to laughter,
From gathering shadows to gleaming
lights. From obsequies to wedding.
But how much of our lives is made up
of such opportunities! I have carried
in the same pocket andread from them
in the same hour the liturgy of the
dead and the ceremony of espousals,
And so the tear mects the smile, and
the dove meets the vulture. >

Thus I have set before you the best
of all the religions of the heathen
world, and [ have done 5o in order that
you might come to higher sppreciation
of the glorious religion which has put
its bepediction over us and over Christs
endom.

Compare the absurdities and mum-
meries of heathen marriage with the
piain, *1 will” of Christian marriage,
the hands joined in pledge “till death
do you part."” Compare the doctrine
that the dead may not be touched with
as sacred and tender and loving o kiss
is ever given, the last kiss of lips that
never again will speak tous. Compare
the narrow bridgs Chinvat over which
e departing Parsee soul must trem-
blingly eross to the wide open gate of
Heaven through which the departing
Christian soul may triumphanotly enter,
Compare the ¢1 books of the Zend
Avesta of the Parsee which even the
scholars of the earth despair of under-
standing with our Bible, so much of it
as is necessary for our salvation in
langunge so plain that “a wayfaring
man, though a fool, need not err there-
in." Compare the “tower of silence.”
with its vultures, at Bombay with the
Greenwood of Brooklyn, with its
sculptured angels of resarrection.
And bow yourselves in thanksgiving
and prayer as you realize that if ut
the battles of Marathon and Balamis
Persia has trinmphed over Greece
instead of Greece trinmphanting
over  Persia, Parseeism, which
was the npational religion of Per-
aia, might have covered the earth, and
you and I insteady of sitting in the
noonday light of our glorious Chris-
tianity might have been groping in the
de shadows of Parsesism, n ve-
ligion as inferior to that which is our
inspiration in life and our hope in
death as Zoroaster of Persin was in-
ferior to our radiant and superhuman
Christ, to whom be honor and glory
and dominion and victory und song,
world without end. Amen.

—The first pins brought to England
were made in Spain. They weighed
sbout a quarter of & popind and cost a
little over one dollar.

—During the years immediately pre-
eeding the civil war, §1,000 Was & comn=
mon price for 8 healthy young negro
man.

Leroy Kent was nrrested at Brooks
line on Wednesday morning of lust
week by Deputy Sheriff Martin on a
state’s uttorney complaint, charging
him with stealing a horse from Henry
Franklin of Townsend. The horse
wits takon fiom Franklin’s bam some-
time Monday night, and the thief
rode away on horseback. On discoy-
eving the loss, Franklin and Martin
stavted in pursuit and found the horse
in the road bétweeen Townshend and
West Townshend and they also found,
where it was abandoned or got away.
They tracked the thief in the light
anow, where histrack wus the only
one, up sbove'the Wardshoro depot,
found the house where he stopped
and whence he came back and tot
the train at West Townshend, Tu
day morning, toreturn home. Kent
was artaigned before Justice I, O,
Burdett at Newfane, Tuesday, pleaded
not guilly and secured a econtinunnce
until Friday forenoon. He also denied
his guilt strenuously when arrested,
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but tinally after the case had been
continued and le learned the evidence
against him, he confessed to State’s
Attorney Fitts and Sheviftt Martin,
Of course he was bound over at the
hearing Friday.

The Lincoln Iron works of Rut-
land shipped a #2,000 hoisting ma-~
chine to New York on Monday of
lnst week.

Kute Sweeney of Jericho is under
arrest charged with infanticide in
having strangled o child born in
shame to her, a8 soon s it was born,

The Barre Granite Manufacturing
company will discontinue business
after Janoary 1st. and. all accounts
will be left with Treasurer Howland.

Bellows Falls has expended £735,000
in new buildings during the past year
and has just completed improvements
for electric lights, of which 2,000 are
now inuse. The new dynamo has
a 2,000 light capaeity.

M. F. Rooney of Mendon and his

AN EVERY-DAY SIGHT.
s a fact that more people die from

begins to disappear
gestion destroyed, nlp el
set in, and that fatal disg onsumplion,
stares its horrified victigfn the face.

Cod liver oil is usually tried and usvally
discarded, for cod liver @l in any form is
disgusting, It upsets the stomach, destroys
the appetite and often fuils 1o oure,

What is needed is a pleasant food-medi-
cine, or, in other words, Angier’s Petrolenm
Emulsion, made from purified Petroleum,
rendered practically tasteless, and combined
with the well known nerve-feeding Hypo-
!;\hu-plu'tci of Lime and Soda, - This remedy
s no equal in the treatment of coughs,
weak lungs, bronchitis, consumption and
all wasting diseases.

The Angier Chemical Co., Boston, publish
a little book, ** Health,” which they will
send you on request,

i
A FOOD-

MEDICINE

is a happy combination of the re«
constriuctive Erindples of nourish.
ment and the discase-removing
properties of medicine. Such is

Angier's
Petroleum
Emulsion

It 15 & body-builder and a disense-
destroyer. Physiclans and patients
everywhere prefer it to cod liver
oil because it is both food and
medicine and  pleasant to take,
and because it cares,  Petroleum
is Nature's healing o1l 3

50 cis, und $1.00,
of Druggists,

Read the article ai the lefe

FROOOOROOU XA

two brothers chased a panther last
Wednesday night, The beast was
treed by the dogs, but when one of
the men fired, the panther leaped
from a branch forty feet above the
ground and_escaped,

The Deerfield Valley T¥ines is adyo-
eating a stage route between Jackson-
ville and Wilmington. Although the
two placesare only eight wmiles away,
it takes u letter mailed at Wilmington
a longer time to reach Jacksonville
than it does to reach Boston,

Deputy Sherift Middlebrook and
Constables Frisbee and Martin of
Vergennes went to Gardner’s island,
Monday and arrested three members
of the James family for breaking
into cotinges on Long Point. Ata
hieaving before Judge Roberts, Lizzie
James was bound over to the county
court. The mun of the house was
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TWO COLD MEDALS.
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absent and was not captured with the
rest.

An unknown man found drowned
in Greenfield, Mass,, Saturday, Dee,
2241, was supposed to belong in Ver-
mont, It was at first supposed that
he was a tramp, but it is now learned
that he came from somewhere near
Rutland, shipping u car load of pota-
toes to Hartford.,  He left the train at
Greenfield for a few minutes in order
to get his pocket flask filled and the
train went off and left nm. The au-
thorities are endeavoring to discover
his identity.

A beautiful new steam launch is
being built in 8t. Albans by Charles
Beardsley of that place. It is for ex-
carsion service among the islands of
the Great Back Bay of Lake Cham-
plain, The launch is 80 feet long and
17 feet wide and will easily carry fifty
passengers besides her crew, [t ig ox-
pected that she will be called “The
Midway,” and she is to be equipped
with a powerful engine having g pro-
pelling power of not less than 13
miles an hour.

A stock company is being formed
for the purpose of working on an ex-
tensive scale the marl or lime pond
near Sutton depot, where D, N, Beck-
with & Son have operated the past
two seasons. A building 100 feet
long and 30 feet wide, two slories
high and capable of drying sixty tons
at u time is to be put up. A 20-horse
power engine for grinding ete., will
be putin and the enterprise will be
pushed, as it issaid that 10,000 bar-
rels can be disposed of another season,
if itean be put up ready for sale,
Five thousand dollars arve already sub-
scribed, which issufficient for starting,
and more canbeadded as it is needed.
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50c

C. %X E.G.PLACE,

~——MANUFACTURERS OF—

ROSSET, BAG

AND WELT LEATHER.

We would like to make arran

ments with a party in each

town and village to buy Hides and send to us.
To Butchers who will follow our directions as to taking

off their hides and curing the same, we will guarantee to pay

from one-fourth to one-half cent per pound more than any

other dealer possibly can, for in making russet leather we want

perfect and fresh stock to give the desired colors.
Send us a sample shipment of fresh stock, well taken off,
properly cured and correctly weighed and see if we cannot

please you,

Gr. & Ei. G. PIACE,,

M. G. SAFFORD, Supt.

BETHEL, VT.
—

BELILS! BELILS! BELI.S!

Just arvived from factory, the lavgest line of Shaft and String Bells ever

brought ints West Randolph, at prices ranging from 40 cents to #3.

TEA EETTILES.

From now until Jan: 1st you can'buy a Rochester Nickle Plated Tea Ketile for

Only $1.00.
Creat Bargains in 25 cent Whips.
Jg. EX. LA MSON.

§ Clock

0 Spring Curry Eﬂmﬁ

Spring Blade. Soft asa Brush, Fitsevery

Only Perfect Comb, Used by U. 8. Army and by Burnum and

Forepaugh Circuses, and Leading Horsemen of the World,

Ask your Dealer for It. Sample mailed post paid 25 cents.

see onr nnme on the handla  §PRING CURBY COMB C0,, 100 Lafuyette St., Kouth Hend, (ndiaua




